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Closing Remarks at the Summit of
the Americas in Santiago
April 19, 1998

President Frei; fellow leaders of the Amer-
icas; First Ladies; distinguished Presidents of
Senate, Chamber of Deputies, Supreme
Court; members of the diplomatic corps; la-
dies and gentlemen of the Americas: Let me
say first to you, Mr. President—and I know
I speak for all of us here—we thank you and
Mrs. Frei and your entire team for the
warmth of your welcome, the wonder of your
country, and the genuine leadership you have
brought to this Summit of the Americas.
Thank you very much.

At our first summit in 1994, we agreed on
a common vision of a democratic, pros-
perous, peaceful, united hemisphere for the
21st century. We also formulated a com-
prehensive agenda to help us to realize that
vision—an agenda to strengthen our democ-
racies, tear down trade barriers, improve our
people’s quality of life.

Our journey from Miami to Santiago, as
we have often said, was from words to deeds.
Still, for all our progress, we all admit that
too many of our citizens have not yet seen
their own lives improved as a result of our
participation as free nations in the global
economy. Therefore, we have committed
ourselves here to a second stage of reforms
designed to bring the benefits of freedom
and free enterprise to ordinary citizens
throughout the Americas.

As was the truth in Miami, it is so here
today: The real work of Santiago begins as
we leave. And until we meet again in Canada,
we must work every day to keep the commit-
ments we have made to each other and to
our people.

First, we must continue to stand fast for
democracy for our entire hemisphere, with
no holdouts and no backsliders. We must
support the integrity of the electoral process.
We welcomed and participated in the res-
toration of democracy in Haiti. We supported
its preservation in Paraguay. We now must
support the OAS and CARICOM as they
support the people of Guyana in the integrity
of their electoral process.

We must support our new special
rapporteur on freedom of expression and

work to prevent violence against journalists;
get our new hemispheric justice system up
and running; implement the OAS Illegal
Firearms Convention to help to stop firearms
from falling into the wrong hands; adopt the
laws necessary to make our unprecedented
anticorruption convention a reality. And most
important, we must move aggressively to es-
tablish our alliance against drugs, so that we
will have a more genuinely collective effort
to protect our people against narcotrafficking
and drug abuse, violence and organized
crime.

Second, we must continue to bring the
free economies of the Americas together.
Today we launched comprehensive negotia-
tions for a free-trade area of the Americas
and vowed to make concrete progress toward
that goal by the year 2000, including greater
transparency in government procurement
and banking operations, a commitment to
free trade in cyberspace, and steps to facili-
tate business, such as customs coordination.

And as we improve the climate for busi-
ness contracts, we know we must also
strengthen the social contract. The civil soci-
ety committee we have established is de-
signed to give all the voices of society the
opportunity to be heard in shaping the new
free-trade area of the Americas. We want
more trade and better working conditions,
more growth and a cleaner environment.

The entrepreneurs of the information age
can prosper in a way that increases opportu-
nities for all who are willing to work hard.
And we can reap the benefits of economic
change and meet the challenge of climate
change.

Finally, we have made it our mission to
give our people the tools they must have to
succeed in the new economy: opening the
doors of learning to all our children; doing
more to lift our people out of poverty, sup-
ported by billions of dollars in new lending
commitments for microenterprise and health
care from the Inter-American Development
Bank and the World Bank.

By the time we meet again, we should re-
solve that all our small entrepreneurs, espe-
cially our women, should have access to the
loans they need to get their businesses off
the ground; that poor urban and rural citi-
zens should be able to gain titles to their
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property; that we should eradicate measles
from this hemisphere; and most important,
that millions more of our children will be
in school, not on the streets. We should
achieve an 80-percent completion rate in pri-
mary school as we work toward our goal of
100 percent by the year 2010. Our children,
after all, will have more to say about the fu-
ture we are trying to create than any of the
rest of us.

The people of the Americas, as the Presi-
dent of Uruguay pointed out to us yesterday,
have launched a profound revolution in the
last few years, a revolution of peace and free-
dom and prosperity. Here in Santiago, we
embrace our responsibility to make these his-
toric forces lift the lives of all our people.
That is the future we can forge together. It
is a future worthy of the new Americas in
a new millennium.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to the following Chilean offi-
cials: President of the Senate Andreas Zaldivar;
President of the Chamber of Deputies Gutenberg
Martinez; and Justice Roberto Davila, President
of the Supreme Court.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Oklahoma City Bombing

April 19, 1998

Three years ago today the people of Okla-
homa City suffered the worst act of terrorism
in our country’s history. It was an attack, not
just on the people, a city, a State, a nation,
but on what we stand for, how we govern
ourselves and the values we live by. During
that time, we have worked to bring to justice
those who were responsible for this crime.
And during that time, all America has stood
by the people of Oklahoma City as they have
worked to rebuild their lives. Today, once
again, our thoughts are with the families of
the 168 people whose lives were tragically
lost. Their courage and the resilience of
Oklahoma City has shown us all the full
meaning of community.

Remarks on Congressional Action on
Tobacco Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 20, 1998

The President. Good afternoon. Today
Congress returns to work and to its obligation
to act on the most critical public health threat
to our children. Over the next 5 weeks, this
Congress has an historic opportunity to pass
bipartisan, comprehensive legislation to pro-
tect our children from the dangers of to-
bacco. We must not let this opportunity slip
away.

The facts are plain as the stakes are high:
3,000 children begin to smoke every day,
even though it’s illegal in every State, and
1,000 will die earlier because of it. All these
children have been targeted by a massive,
multimillion-dollar media campaign that
preys on their insecurities and their dreams.

For decades, we now know from their own
documents that tobacco companies targeted
children; and for decades, the industry de-
nied it. Now, the tobacco industry once again
seeks to put its bottom line above what
should be our bottom line: the health of our
children. In today’s newspaper, the lead lob-
byist for the tobacco industry says, and I
quote: ‘‘We are fighting for our life.’’ Well,
let me be clear: We are fighting for the lives
of our children; we are fighting for the public
health; and we are fighting against predatory
practices by tobacco companies that have tar-
geted our children.

In the days to come, the tobacco industry
will doubtless raise objection after objection
and will work behind closed doors to per-
suade Congress to pass half measures that
will not reduce teen smoking. But I believe
the majority of the American people and, in-
deed, the majority of Congress, Members of
both parties in Congress, will see this for
what it is—a tobacco industry smokescreen.

I ask Congress and the American people
to focus on the real opportunity now within
our reach. Over the past 5 weeks, Congress
must move forward—over the next 5 weeks,
Congress must move forward on comprehen-
sive bipartisan legislation to reduce teen
smoking by raising the price of cigarettes,
putting into place tough restrictions on ad-
vertising and access, and imposing penalties
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